
 
Students in band, chorus, and orchestra are hard at work learning new music for their spring concerts. 
Chorus students will be singing music from around the world at our concerts in May! 5th grade chorus 
students – please remember to return your Blue Rocks permission slips and ticket money as soon as 
possible.  
 
All children receive 40 minutes of general music every week. Movement, vocal exploration, singing, 
musical notation, playing instruments, and creating music are just some of the many concepts covered 
throughout the school year! All of our music lessons are planned using the National Core Arts 
Standards, which can be found at www.nationalartsstandards.org. Below is a look at what we’ve been 
working on! 
 

5th graders learned about the different types of musical theater; ballet, opera, and Broadway. 
Students watched clips from the Cinderella Ballet, The Barber of Seville, The Wiz, and West 
Side Story and discussed the musical traits used in each performance. Students learned an 
arrangement of West Side Story’s “America” on xylophones, metallophones, claves, and 
tubanos! Students are now beginning a poster project for the end of their musical theater unit, 
where students will use a Playbill to learn about different musicals and then share their posters 
for the class!  
 
4th graders began the New Year studying “Skaters Waltz” by Emile Waldteufel, and created 
some really cool dance moves to each section of the waltz! We’ve been studying the American 
folk song, “Chicken on the Fencepost” for several weeks. “Chicken on the Fencepost” is a silly 
folk song about a few girls who live on a farm. We discussed why farmers may have used fences 
before modern technology was invented. Students played a concentric circle game using body 
percussion to perform the A section and improvised their own rhythmic and melodic patterns to 
perform the B section. The kids have really enjoyed this piece!  
 
3rd graders are hard at work learning about the musical alphabet, staff, and treble clef! Check 
out the following videos to help review the lines and spaces of the staff with your children! 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4r9LA60BtTw and 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J1v74oWfK8s.  
 
We will begin recorders in a few weeks! Please return your chorus and recorder forms as soon 
as possible. 
 
2nd graders just finished studying The Nutcracker by Pyotr Tchaikovsky! This was such a fun 
unit to teach and the students loved getting to dance to all of the beautiful music from the ballet! 
Students wrapped up their unit by learning a parachute dance that each class performed for 
their classroom teachers! 
 
1st graders just finished studying Peter and the Wolf  by Sergei Prokofiev. We started this unit 
by reading the story and then watched a really great video performance of Peter and the Wolf. 
You can check it out here….. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MfM7Y9Pcdzw 
 
Kindergarteners are having so much fun in the music room! We have two very special music 
friends (puppets), Grandma Bear and Peter Rabbit who help us learn about our speaking and 
singing voices! We have learned poems, fingerplays, games, dances, and tons of songs since 
returning from winter break! Families will be invited to join us in the music room soon…be on 
the lookout for info within the next few weeks!  



Drama Club is officially rehearsing every Thursday from 3:30-4:50 in the auditorium. All 
students must attend, excluding emergencies, and have a ride home to attend. Students are not 
permitted to walk home alone during this time of year due to weather and safety concerns. 


